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FACULTY OF LANGUAGE STUDIES
EL120: English Phonetics and Linguistics


STMA
Time allowed: 	1 WEEK
Date: 29th April -  5th May 2020	

Exam Instructions:


1. There are THREE parts to this examination paper as in the following table:

	Part
	Question No.
	Marks per section

	A
	
	50

	B
	a
	7.5

	
	b
	5

	
	c
	2.5

	C
	
	35

	TOTAL
	
	100




2. You are required to answer all THREE parts. 

3. Follow carefully the instruction in each part.

4. Review your answers carefully paying attention to your grammar, spelling and punctuation as well as to relevant textual elements (e.g. paragraphing, cohesion & coherence) as part of the mark for each question will be given to language accuracy and text organization.















You are required to answer ALL questions 


PART A

Answer the following questions in a paragraph form in not less than 150 words each. USE YOUR OWN WORDS                                   (50marks)                                                                             

1. Explain why there are more sounds than letters of the alphabet in English? Illustrate your answer with examples.	     (Not less than 150 words)		    (25 Marks)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What are the differences between a phoneme and an allophone? Refer to at least 2 features as examples of allophones and the effect of neighboring sounds. Use examples of your own to illustrate your answer.                     (Not less than 150 words)		(25 Marks)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PART B

a) Give the appropriate phonetic symbol for each of the following consonant descriptions and provide examples of this symbol in three positions (initial, medial, final) 
                                                                                                                       (7.5 Marks)

i) Voiced dental fricative: /    /   Examples: ____________, ______________, ____________
 
ii) Voiceless velar plosive/stop: /    /   Examples: ____________, ______________, ____________   

iii) Voiceless post alveolar affricate: /    /   Examples: ____________, ______________, ____________







b) Give the appropriate phonetic symbol for each of the following descriptions of RP 
vowels: Put each vowel in three examples of your own.      			(5 Marks)


1. A long, front, high, unrounded vowel: /    /   Examples: ____________, ______________, ____________  

2. A short, front, high, unrounded vowel:  /    /   Examples: ____________, ______________, ____________

c) Use the above two vowels in b) in two sets of minimal pairs to illustrate the difference between them.	 								(2.5 marks)
					           
1. ________________  & ___________________
2. ________________  & ___________________


PART C

Which of the following statements is true (T) and which is false (F)? Provide the correct answer in case of "FALSE"	. Explain The Phonetic Rule Relevant To Each Of The 7 Statements. 	                                                               			(35 Marks)

1. The pronunciation in connected speech of “good girl” as / goog girl / is an example of aspiration.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. The difference between the /f/ in the word fish and the /v/ sound in the word vase has to do with voicing.   
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. The pronunciation of the underlined vowel sounds in the following words is identical (the same): four – founder - soup.     
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. The alveolar ridge is the organ responsible for creating voiced and voiceless sounds. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


5. The /t/ in till has the same pronunciation as the /t/ in still. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







6. /l/ in light – while – milk is the same allophone. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


7.  The place of the stress in the word ‘object’ is the same in the noun and the verb. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



End of Questions
Good Luck
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